
The rabbis wondered 
whether we could perceive 
divine revelation without 

simultaneously interpreting, 
and thus altering, it.
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Shavuot  ©Lila Hanft

This year, the  last days of May bring, in the Hebrew calendar, the holi-
day of Shavuot, which means “weeks” in Hebrew, a reference to the 7 
weeks following Passover which mark the journey through the desert 
from Egypt to Mt. Sinai.

You may be familiar with this way of understanding the holiday of Shavuot:  That in the same way 
in which Passover commemorates the actual departure from Egypt, Shavuot commemorates 
the revelation of the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai as described in the book of Exo-
dus, after an arduous journey which serves as preparation for the experience of revela-
tion at Sinai.

by Rabbi Steve

That’s just one of many questions Kol HaLev member 
Jane Kaufman has posted on Facebook recently, paired 
with close-ups of flora she’s observed, like the ones be-
low. Her questions and images got us wondering about  

WHERE DO YOU FIND BEAUTY 
AND MEANING THESE DAYS?

SHAVUOT: WHEN GOD SPOKE, 
WHAT WOULD WE HAVE HEARD?

OUR GUIDE TO SAFE ZOOMING
by Lila Hanft, Co-President 
It’s hard to believe that we’re only been Zooming to-
gether for two months. And we’re seen so much -- the 
blue sky over the Epstein’s Florida place, the art on 
everyone’s walls; a first look at at David & Liz’s new 
condo, acquired just when lockdown began. Zoom has 

continued on page 6
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“The Quarantine Issue”
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RABBI STEVE segarRABBINIC CORNER

Perhaps surprisingly, given the central importance of the biblical Exodus story with which Shavuot is connected, the 
text of the Torah itself does not in any way draw a connection between Shavuot and the revelation narrative. Instead, 
Shavuot is presented as an agricultural celebration of the first big harvest of the summer. It is only much later, with 
the shift from biblical to rabbinic Judaism, that the focus on the Mt. Sinai story is injected into the meaning of this 
holiday. 

That our modern understanding of Shavuot is as a biblical holiday which commemorates a major biblical event -- de-
spite no Biblical source linking the two - makes the holiday unique. This is just the first of many anomalies and ambi-
guities which set Shavuot apart from other Jewish holidays.
 
A second anomalous feature of Shavuot is that there are really no distinctive rituals or mitzvot we are commanded to 
perform on this holiday, although there are a number of commonly practiced customs such as eating foods made from 
dairy products and conducting an all-night study session known as a “tikkun.” 

As rabbinic tradition connecting Shavuot with the theme of revelation evolved, the holiday became associated not 
just with the theme of revelation but also with questions about the ambiguous and subjective nature of interpreta-
tion. The rabbis were interested in understanding the extent to which human beings are capable of perceiving divine 
revelation and whether it was possible for humans to perceive it at all without simultaneously interpreting, and in the 
process, altering, the revelation.

You can see their interest in the nature of human understanding in the fact that many rabbis taught and believed that 
the Divine revelation to the Jewish people at Mt. Sinai was received and understood differently by each person who 
was present for the event. Along those same lines, rabbinic discussions arose as to the exact content of revelation as it 
occurred, before it was transformed by and into human interpretation. Some rabbis said only the first commandment 
was actually revealed on Sinai. Others said it was only the first word of the first commandment, and among the Ha-
sidic leaders, there was even an opinion that only the first letter of the first word truly constituted revelation, and the 
rest of what is called revelation is actually human interpretation.

This turn of events in the evolution of Shavuot is surprising and not a little paradoxical. One might reasonably expect 
that the rabbis, in repurposing an agricultural holiday into the commemoration of the central Divine revelation of 
Judaism, would be drawn toward a more concrete and unambiguous characterization of that revelation. Instead, Sha-
vuot became the occasion for and associated with philosophical debates about nature of human understanding, Divine 
revelation, and the work of interpretation.

This Shavuot will arrive during a time in which our own lives are filled with uncertainty and ambiguity as we continue 
to negotiate the reality of living with a pandemic and the all-encompassing changes it has brought. I think perhaps that 
there is a teaching embedded within this dimension of Shavuot for us as we face the current challenges in our lives.

Part of that teaching may have to do with the extent to which we allow ourselves to relax into a greater sense of de-
finitiveness in our lives, until an unexpected challenge arises and temporarily pushes us out of that more comfortable 
psychic orientation.. Shavuot, however, seems to be suggesting that we should learn to increase our level of comfort 
with the ambiguities and uncertainties since they actually represent the core of how our lives are lived, rather than be-
ing the exceptions to the rule.

There is a particular rabbinic take on Shavuot which says that everyone who was ever to be part of the Jewish com-
munity somehow was present at the moment of the Sinai revelation. For me, this idea underscores the lesson that the 
one place we can find more certainty and definitiveness in life, is in our connections to and support for one another.

May we continue to cultivate those connections as we move forward towards Shavuot, and further into our new glob-
al reality.  ~Rabbi Steve

continued from page 1
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where and how Kol Halev members were finding inspi-
ration and solace.  Here are the answers we received.

Mimi Plevin-Foust sent us the poem, “My Pandemic 
Birthday, and photos of her garden.

Happy Wallach 
has what she calls  
“a pleasurable as-
signment” she looks 
forward to each day:  
She provides an 
hour-long lesson for 
her granddaughter 
over Zoom.  “Our 

time together is priceless!” she says. Happy spends 
some of her time searching the internet for kindergarten 
resources for their lesson. 

Maxine Brand reports, 
“To keep me sane, I have 
created a world of activ-
ity including:  Recorder 
lessons provided by the 
conductor of the Cleve-
land Pops (if you need 
someone to play Happy 
Birthday, please feel free 
to call on me); an on-
line class on Buddhism;  
crocheting a cat couch 
(along with baby caps 
and blankets); doing Pi-
lates at home; following 
weight-lifting YouTube 
videos; and baking up 
a storm.  Also spending 
a lot of time ordering 
groceries on-line while watching my gel/acrylic nails 
growing off the tips of my fingers. Maybe not so sane?”

continued from page 1

Lilacs. Have you ever looked 
at them this closely? What 
are you examining closely 
that’s catching your interest? 
(Photo and question by Jane 
Kaufman)

What’s getting you through these 
days? Today, the answer for me is 
snowdrops. (Photo and question by 
Jane Kaufman)

Weeping cherry against a blue sky. 
Yes. What makes you say yes right 
about now? (Photo and question by 
Jane Kaufman)

Tiny blossoms. Until 
this spring, I’d never 
noticed these. What’s 
catching your notice 
for the first time these 
days? (Photo and ques-
tion by Jane Kaufman)

The crocus to me is always 
a sign of hope. I saw my 
first ones of the season to-
day. What gives you hope? 
(Photo and question by Jane 
Kaufman)

Maxine, with her recorder, sur-
rounded by more evidence of her 
many pandemic pursuits.
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The next meeting is Thursday, June 25, using Zoom or at a location to be announced. Watch the 
Weekly Update. We will discuss The Mighty and the Almighty: Reflections on America, God, 
and World Affairs by Madeleine Albright. (368 pages, a Kindle version is available.) Since most 
libraries are closed and may not open in time to borrow the book and read it, please consider 
purchasing the Kindle edition or a used/new paperback or hardback copy. You might check if 
your library is offering curbside pick-up.

An introduction: Does America have a special mission, derived from God, to bring liberty and 
democracy to the world? How much influence does the Christian right have over U.S. foreign 
policy? And how should America deal with violent Islamist extremists? Madeleine Albright, the 
former Secretary of State, offers a thoughtful and often surprising look at the role of religion in shaping America’s 
approach to the world. 

In The Mighty and the Almighty, Madeleine Albright examines the profound impact of religion on America’s view 
of itself, the effect on U.S. policy of the rise of the Christian right, the Bush administration’s successes and fail-
ures in responding to 9/11, the challenges posed by the war in Iraq, and the importance of understanding Islam. 
She offers a balanced but, when necessary, devastating analysis of U.S. strategy, and condemns those of all faiths 
who exploit religious fervor to create divisions or enhance their own power.

In this illuminating account, Albright argues that, to be effective, U.S. policy makers must understand the power 
and place of religion in motivating others and in coloring how American actions are perceived. Defying the con-
ventional wisdom, she suggests not only that religion and politics are inseparable, but that their partnership, when 
properly harnessed, can be a force for justice and peace.

The book for July is My Michael by Amos Oz.

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend our meetings. For more information about the group including 
a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page www.kolhalev.net/book_group and contact 
Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

HUG HASEFER: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

By Jeanne Bluffstone

Although Judie Gorovitz is a new member of 
Kol HaLev, she’s no stranger to the community. 
She has attended services here many times 
over the years with her daughter and son-in-
law, Heidi and Peter Robertson, who are Kol 
Halev members, and she attended the bar and 
bat mitzvahs of her grandchildren, who are 
now grown. It was a desire to be closer to fam-
ily that brought Judie back to Cleveland last year from 
Syracuse, NY. 

 Judie lived in Cleveland from 1964 to 1973 and at-
tended Case Western Reserve University where she 
earned a Ph,D, in Clinical Psychology.  Then she moved 
to Rockville, MD, with her husband who was on the fac-
ulty of the University of Maryland. They moved to Syra-

cuse in 1986, where her husband is a professor at 
Syracuse University and Judie was a clinical psy-
chologist specializing in children and adolescent 
families. 

After retiring Judie returned to Cleveland and in 
September joined Kol HaLev .“I wanted an affili-
ation with a group of like -minded people, and the 
Kol HaLev community has been absolutely won-
derful. This is a very active and very interesting 

group of people,” she says enthusiastically. 

Cleveland has a lot to offer retirees, says Judie, who fol-
lows politics, enjoys shopping, going to movies, dinners 
with friends and family, and going to museums. But, the 
thing she likes most here is the Cleveland Orchestra, 
which she says is, “just divine,” adding, “there are won-
derful things to do here, and if you are retired there is so 
much available.” 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE: JUDIE GOROVITZ

http://kolhalev.net/book_group
mailto:khw@oberlin.net
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mostly been a blessing for our community; it’s been a 
joy to witness again one another’s smiles and voices, 
and to be part of Shabbat and Havdalah services. 

It’s not perfect. We can’t 
sing together; internet con-
nections get sketchy at the 
worse time; if two people 
start to talk at the same 
time, you can’t hear either.  
There’s no such thing as 
comic timing or quick repartee on Zoom.

Our goal, when we decided using Zoom for Shabbat 
services, was give to give Kol HaLev members a way 
to connect to each other and to a spiritual practice now 
that our usual communal practices weren’t available. As 
I wrote to the board, I wanted  to remind members that 
they still belong to a community that cares about them.

There was a bit of a learning curve  before we were 
comfortable producing online services, and much credit 
goes to VP of Information Bruce Fallick, RPC chair 
Connie Friedman, Rabbi Steve and Weekly Update 
editor Robin Holzman. for pioneering both our use of 
Zoom and the increasingly tricky process of securely 
sharing Zoom links with thee whole community. 

.Zoombombing 

There are benefits and risks to every new technology.  
Zooming our online services allows a measure of inti-
macy that livestreaming doesn’t. But it also brought a 
new threat, Zoombombing, in which an unauthorized 
user crashes and disrupts someone else’s Zoom meeting; 
the disruptions range from annoying to deeply offensive 
and minority communities in particular have reported 
attacks. Organized groups of white nationalists enter a 
Zoom meeting and barrage participants with racist ho-
mophobic and anti-Semitic content using Zoom’s own 
audio, video and screen-sharing features. (A Google 
search will yield many examples in recent weeks, in-
cluding some involving local Jewish organizations). 

You’d think solving Zoom security issues would primar-
ily involve fixing software, wouldn’t you?  Actually, 
the most certain fix involves changing human behavior 
-- much like the physical security planning we’ve spent 
the last year working on.  I’m not claiming physical and 
Zoom security planning are identical; No one can shoot 
you on a Zoom call. 

But their goals and methodology line up well. Both help 

communities provide a welcoming experience in which 
participants both are safer and feel safer. Both combat 
unwanted intrusions into a community’s physical or 
virtual space. Most importantly, both work by chang-
ing human behaviors which create vulnerable situations 
other human beings can exploit. 

There have been technological fixes Zoom has made to 
reduce the likelihood of Zoombombing. Over the past 
two months, Zoom has rolled out several new features 
and setting, that make Zoom more difficult to penetrate.  
Kol HaLev makes active use of all of it.

But Zoombombing isn’t really a technical issue; it is 
the result of human behavior, specifically the sharing 
of Zoom links and passwords outside the intended par-
ticipants. Once you’ve placed your links where anyone 
can  stumble upon them, you’ve opened to the door to a 
Zoombomber. 

And the reason I’m explaining this so thoroughly is that 
I don’t want you to think we’re being mean or unfriend-
ly when we tell you, below, that you should not share 
Kol HaLev’s Zoom links with anyone.  (We do offer 
an alternative though).

We tend to think of any new platform as a variant of so-
cial media, the “social” part of  means that we share with 
others. And boy, do we share -- news stories, memes, 
songs, videos; with friends, family, kids fro our elemen-
tary school, acquaintances, virtual strangers; via twitter, 
Snapchat, Facebook, texts, emails.  And it’s OK, because 
stuff find on the internet and share normally cannot be 
substantially altered by anyone but the creator. 

Zoom is different. It takes place live, in real time. Every 
participant is potentially a creator; Zoom essentially 
hands a mic over to everyone who attends.  That’s why 
we like it -- we can talk to each other and reply right 
away (more or less, depending on lag), even catching 
facial expressions. 

That’s a level of technological intimacy that we don’t 
want to allow just anyone to have -- especially not 
someone who has targeted us because we’re a Jewish 
organization.  

For you:  Zoom security guidelines
As the weeks have passed,we’ve developed guidelines 
for using Zoom that will protect you and all of us. 

Download the newest version of Zoom. If you 

Zoom security, continued from page 1

continued on page 7
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don’t already have version 5, go to https://zoom.us/sup-
port/download (Go to the iPhone or Google app stores to 
download it to your tablet or smartphone). There are new 
security features in version 5 you need.

Don’t share Zoom links and password, please! We ask 
all members and guests to safeguard Kol HaLev’s Zoom 
links and passwords, by following these guidelines:

1. Refrain from posting our links and passwords on 
the internet 

2. Refrain from forwarding or emails to friends, fam-
ily or anyone else

3. Refrain from sharing our links and passwords via 
social media with friends, etc. 

4. Use only our “tracked sharing” protocol (see be-
low) to share our services with others 

Introducing tracked sharing. Let us invite your guests 
for you: If you know a trusted person you think would 
benefit from joining our services or other programming, 
you can use our new tracked sharing protocol: 

1. Please don’t forward a Kol HaLev email sent to 
your email address to them.  

2. Instead, send their name and email to us at presi-
dents@kolhalev.net

3. We will send them the Zoom link and password 
directly 

4. We will also tell them about the necessity of safe-
guarding our links and passwords

5. If they agree, we will add their name and email 
address to our “Friends of Kol HaLev” mailing list 
so that each week they will receive an email with 
Zoom links and handouts for services

6. We will give their names to the Zoom host for 
Shabbat programming so they will know to let 
them them in to services. 

7 Tracked sharing is beneficial for both your friend 
and Kol HaLev: 

a. We know who is our receiving our links and 
can add them to our mailing list so they con-
tinue to receive the information

b. We have a record of a new guest’s name and 
password to share with our Zoom hosts, who 
will know that the new guest is welcome.

c. Zoom hosts can deny entry to anyone not on 
their list of possible attendees, which offers us 
additional security. 

Meet your Zoom host

Zoom hosts are Kol HaLev volunteers who start the 
Zoom meeting, grant participants entry from the waiting 
room, and handle some of the technical aspects of the 
Zoom session for whoever is leading it. They also have 

access to a set of tools to dispatch Zoombombers in the 
unlikely event one appears. ( If you’re interested in vol-
unteering as a Zoom host, please contact Connie Fried-
man). 

Make sure your name appears with your profile

One of the host’s tasks is to determine whether partici-
pants are members, expected guests, or someone requir-
ing closer scrutiny.  You can help them with this by mak-
ing sure that when you join a Kol HaLev Zoom service, your 
full name is displayed with your  profile image or video. If it 
isn’t, you change it either before the meeting or upon entry. 

To change your name as you enter the meeting (Zoom 
user interfaces differ from platform to platform, but this 
should give you a good idea of what to do): 
Click on the Participants icon on the bottom of the screen 
OR click on the 3 dots in the right corner of your profile 
image or video. “Rename” should be one the options. 
Click “Rename,” change your name, then click “OK.”

Change your display name before joining a Zoom meeting. 
On a desktop or laptop, using a browser: 
Go to zoom.us and sign into your account; Click on My 
Profile; Click on Edit My Profile and change name
 
Using the Zoom app on a tablet or smartphone:
Open up your Zoom app. Select Settings. Select your 
Profile, Select Display Name. Tap name to change it.

If you’ve forgotten to display your name, the host may use 
Chat to remind you or see who you are. If you haven’t used 
Zoom chat, follow the instructions are bit.ly/UseChat. 

Joining Zoom services from phone or landline (audio)
If you don’t have computer, tablet or smartphone, you can 
still join our Shabbat morning services by audio only from 
your cell phone or landline. Instructions: bit.ly/KHLphone. 
You can also send an email to presidents@kolhalev.net

Identifying people who participate by phone (audio only). 
If the host doesn’t recognize your phone number, he may 
send you a text message to confirm your identity. However, 
you’re on a landline, you can’t get texts. So if you know 
you’ll often join services from a phone that isn’t a smart-
phone, let us know by sending an email to presidents@
kolhalev.net with your name and phone number. 

Finally, if you’d like to be able to join Kol HaLev’s servic-
es via Zoom but need a bit of tech support, let us know at 
presidents@kolhalev.net. We’re also looking for volunteers 
to help members get Zooming with us. 

Zoom security, continued from page 6

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://zoom.us/support/download
mailto:presidents@kolhalev.net
mailto:presidents@kolhalev.net
mailto:presidents@kolhalev.net
mailto:presidents@kolhalev.net
mailto:presidents@kolhalev.net
mailto:presidents@kolhalev.net
http://bit.ly/UseChat
http://bit.ly/KHLphone
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THE GCC REPORT:  THE WORK CONTINUES, VIA ZOOM
by Allen Binstock, GCC Core Team

In the same way that Kol HaLev has been able to maintain a vibrant congregational life on Zoom, Greater Cleve-
land Congregations has also used Zoom meetings to maintain an active agenda. I have been able to attend several 
of these meetings over the past month. 

Likewise, the Kol HaLev Climate Change Group that was spawned by our GCC Core Team has held several recent 
programs. Let me tell you what’s been going on. 

Mental Health Crisis Centers: In my last report, I described the excitement and success of the February 27 GCC 
Rally at Olivet Baptist Church to support the creation of mental health crisis centers in Cuyahoga County. That 
campaign is still on track. County Officials have evidenced their support for our effort by announcing that the 
County will issue RFPs this month to begin the search for service providers who propose to manage the facilities. 
This is a very concrete step toward realization of the creation of one or more crisis centers. In addition, the alliance 
of local organizations that GCC has built to support this campaign has been actively searching for sites to establish 
the centers and they are very optimistic that they may have found some potential locations. 

Criminal Justice Reform: In the meantime, the GCC Criminal Justice Team met by Zoom on April 23 to take up 
a related project – maintaining a reduced population in the Cuyahoga County Jail. This meeting included a ques-
tion and answer period with Chief County Administrative Judge Brendan Sheehan and County Prosecutor Michael 
O’Malley. The discussion centered on how the County was able, in the face of the coronavirus, to reduce the jail 
population almost in half and how we could maintain this lower number after the virus threat has passed. Sheehan 
and O’Malley fielded numerous questions about how it was decided which prisoners were released. They also 
agreed with the proposition that there had been too many prisoners in the jail who did not need to be incarcerated 
and they indicated a strong inclination to find a way to keep the jail population at the current number. The GCC 
Criminal Justice, one of whose leaders is our own Donna Weinberger, voted to undertake a campaign to assure that 
the Jail population be kept at a reduced level once the virus has passed.

Fundraising Assistance for Member Congregations: In the past month, GCC has also conducted House Meet-
ings as well as a seminar to help member congregations with their fundraising efforts. The House Meetings were 
a sort of check-in to see how members were doing in adjusting to the conditions imposed by the virus. Members 
discussed how they were doing personally as well as how their congregations were adapting to the situation. I at-
tended these sessions and found them to be very helpful and community-building.

THE KOL HALEV CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP

The Climate Change Group celebrated Earth Day by holding a Zoom meeting on April 22, Earth Day. Our celebra-
tion of Earth Day was to pledge our continued support for the projects that we have already started. We reviewed 
those projects during the meeting. 

Etz Chaim: First, Margy Weinberg reported on “Etz Chaim,” our effort to support tree planting and to create a cul-
ture of tree planting in Kol HaLev. She noted that Etz Chaim’s first major effort to organize and lead Kol HaLev’s 
Tu B’Shevat Seder was a great success. Since that time, Margy has been working with the Heights Tree People 
organization and that group has offered to plant up to 15 trees at the homes of Kol HaLev members. This offer was 
publicized to the community last week in an email from Rabbi Steve. If you are interested in claiming one of these 
trees, please contact Margy or Rabbi Steve. There is no cost for the tree or its planting and members may have 
some choice in selecting what type of tree they would like. Margy further reported that the KHL Board is consider-
ing whether to plant a tree in commemoration of the founders of our community
.
Other reports were offered at the April 22 meeting by Nancy Hecht and Karly Whitaker. 

continued on page 11 
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• Richard Litwin & Kirby Date in commemoration of the yahrzeit of  Richard’s father, Harry Litwin
• Joseph Michaels in memory of Coronavirus victims
• Bonnie Miller Ladds in commemoration of the yahrzeits of her mother and father 
• Connie Friedman & David Shutkin in honor of Anita Cohen for her Chanukah Bayit
• Selma & Ralph Gwatkin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Selma’s father, Nathan Schatz
• Richard Litwin & Kirby Date in commemoration of the yahrzeit of  Richard’s mother, Evelyn Litwin
• Abe Chasin in honor of his 94th birthday
• Leah, Ron & Nathan Gilbert in commemoration of the yahrzeit of  Leah’s father, Arthur Ness
• Berenice E. Kleiman in appreciation of her neighbor, Rabbi Steve, being there for her at passing of her hus-

band
• Linda Tobin & Stephen Pepper in appreciation of Kirby Date & Arthur Lieberman for facilitating the Rosh 

Hodesh Walking Meditation Group
• Barbara & Barry Epstein in memory of Kol HaLev member Carol Bortz   
• Mario & Roberta Tonti in commemoration of the yahrzeits of Diana Tonti and Charlotte Davidoff 
• Mario & Roberta Tonti in honor of the birthday of Emily Ruth Tonti-Mersk

Donations to Kol HaLev can be made in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or 
just because. You can donate by check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at 
http://kolhalev.net/giving_opportunities.

CONTRIBUTIONS

ORGANIZING A UNITED TIKKUN OLAM EFFORT THIS YEAR
by Rabbi Steve

Two High Holy Day seasons ago, I made a suggestion in my Yom Kippur sermon that we as a com-
munity should go through a collective process of choosing a couple of organizations, one domestic 
and one in Israel, that are doing work that we could all get behind in a united way. I regret that it’s 
taken a while to get this project moving forward, but I’m excited to let you all know that I and a 
small team of Kol HaLev members have been able to meet recently and we’re ready to proceed on 
the path to accomplishing this goal.
 
Our first task was to come up with a diverse list of categories of the various arenas of tikkun olam work that we 
might choose from. We came up with a draft list a couple of months ago and I sent that out to the entire commu-
nity as part of my Friday email several weeks ago to ask for feedback and suggestions for anything we may have 
missed. 
 
I did hear back from a couple of members and we will be incorporating their suggestions into the final draft of the 
list. The next step in this process will involve sending out an email in which we’ll be asking each member of the 
community to vote for the categories, whether over-arching or specific, from which you would like to see Kol Ha-
Lev choose organizations to support. This vote will help us whittle down the list to the top choices, at which point 
we’ll do a second round of voting which will hopefully give us one clearly preferred category. 

After we’ve chosen that category, we’ll be ready to select a specific organization or two. Our hope is that we can 
ultimately pick one category that could fit in to both a domestic and Israeli context, and our aim is to have these 
choices made before the high holy days arrive so that we can focus our annual, High Holy Day, tikkun olam cam-
paign on raising funds for those organizations.  So, please watch your in-boxes for the first round of voting 
which should arrive within the next week or so.

http://kolhalev.net/giving_opportunities
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LETTING GO & HOLDING ON:  A HAVDALAH / YAHRZEIT RITUAL
by Bonnie Miller Ladds

Yitagdal, ve-yikadash, sh’mei raba…

It’s hard to believe that it was just over a month ago, that Rabbi Steve and Jane 
Kaufman came to my new apartment to help me lead the Havadalah memorial 
service to mark my beloved mother’s first Yahrzeit.

“B’alma di v’ra  khir’utei, v’yam,lich , malchutei…

I wanted to mark this passage of time, but I wasn’t quite sure how. I knew 
I found the experience of saying  Kaddish daily for my Mom during the 11 
months prior incredibly therapeutic and at the same time, I knew the calendar 
was dictating that the “conversation” needed to  change, that I was moving into 
a different phase of mourning.

“Be-hayeichon, u’ve’yomeichon, u-ve-chayei d’chol beit yisrael Ba-gahla 
u-vizman kariv v’imeru , amen…

The experience of going to minyan  and saying Kaddish daily gave me a place in which the “Plague of 
Darkness” which I experienced was made visible. The minyan gave me a container, a place, and a ritual to 
make my “Darkness Visible.” 

“Y’hei sh’mei raba m’vauch’ l’alom u-lalmie almeya..

Why Havdalah?

After much thought and more conversation, particularly with Rabbi Steve, 
I decided to mark my Mom’s first yahrzeit with a Havdalah service.  Our 
extraordinary tradition offers us Havdalah to differentiate time, to transition. We 
have Havdalah to enable us to leave the sweetness of Shabbat and move into a 
new week. We are gifted with a ritual that enables us to “separate” and at the 
same time, to hold on to the “glow” of time, of Shabbat. 

So now too Havdalah was offering me to try to do the same with my Mom. 
That’s why I chose Havdalah. Letting go and holding on, the lesson of 
Havdalah. 

“Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya  v’hayim aleinu v’al kol yisrael v’imru amen. 
 Oseh Shalom bi-mromav, hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yesrael, v’imru 

amem.”

With much gratitude to Rabbi Steve, and Jane for all your support. 
With much gratitude and love to my Mom. May her memory Be a Blessing.

 

WHAT’S BEEN FILLING YOUR IMAGINATION OR FEEDING YOUR SOUL LATELY?
Send proposals for stories, essays or articles to newsletter@kolhalev.net

mailto::newsletter@kolhalev.net
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Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next montha:

Earl Dresden, cousin of Phyllis Maris
Herb Kronman, husband of Joan Krohman
Alice Biales, sister of Joyce Wolpert
Leon Imrey, father of Peter Imrey
Samuel Dash, father of Judi Dash
Anna Goldhirsh, grandmother of Judi Dash
Morris Ehrlich, grandfather of Barry Epstein
Rae Ehrlich, grandmother of Barry Epstein,
Samuel Dash, father of Judi Dash                        
Marie Armin, mother of Mike Armin
Nina Kroll, grandmother of Karal Stern
George Moon, uncle of Miriam Geronimus
Betty Resnick, grandmother of Linda Gross
Dorothy Schwartz, grandmother of Itsik Kittila
Sharon Chaiken, cousin of Chip May
Arlen Bluffstone (Avrham Yitzhak), father of Jeanne Bluffstone
Rose Lasky, mother of Renee Siegel
Dora Pelsmajer, mother of Julio Pelsmajer
Morris Ehrlich, grandfather of Barry Epstein                   
Ruth S. Friedman, mother of Joyce Wolpert
James D. Manny, father of Meg Manny
Janet Mirow, mother of Deena Epstein
Robert Singer, father of Nancy Frazier
Rae Ehrlich, grandmother of Barry Epstein     
Maurice Epstein, father of Barry Epstein 
Seymour Friedman, father of Beth Friedman-Romell
Lena Chasin (Leah), mother of Abe Chasin
Anna Goldhirsh (Hannah), grandmother of Judi Dash
Emil Brand (Meir), father-in-law of Maxine Brand
Ruth Fink, mother of Judy Harris
Richard William Thomas, father of Kathleen Thomas Rosen
Morton Cohen, father of Margaret Cohen

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to office@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

Public Transportation: Nancy reported on the progress of her effort to collect stories on the public transportation 
needs of residents in Cuyahoga County. She has already gathered a great deal of information. 

Green Investment: Karly chairs a sub-group that is looking into promoting green investing by members of our 
community as individuals and the community as a whole. One effort that is underway and being headed by Mimi 
Plevin-Foust is aimed at convincing Jamie Daimon, CEO of Chase Bank, to drop all financial support for fossil 
fuels. It was noted just such an action was taken by one of the other major investment firms. In addition, Karly 
noted that she has spoken with one or more KHL Board members about investing a small amount of our financial 
reserves in a green fund. 

Planting Pollinator-Attractor Plants: Another idea spawned by the Climate Change Group recently came to 

GCC Report, continued from page 8

continued on page 12

mailto:office@kolhalev.net
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SPECIAL GUEST AT SHABBAT SERVICES TOMORROW (5/24)
We are excited to remind everyone that  Rabbi Deborah Waxman, who serves as the head of both 
our movement’s rabbinical seminary and congregational arm, will be with us for our Zoom gather-
ing this coming Shabbat morning, May 24. She’ll be present for the whole service and will offer a 
teaching, as part of our Torah service, that connects her own thinking about Reconstructionist the-
ology to the current challenge of navigating the pandemic. That teaching will likely begin around 
11:45 a.m., give or take.

ABOUT RABBI DEBORAH: The first woman rabbi to head a Jewish congregational union and a Jewish 
seminary, Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Ph.D., became president of Reconstructing Judaism in 2014. Since then, 
she has drawn on her training as a rabbi and historian to be the Reconstructionist movement’s leading voice 
in the public square. Under her leadership, Reconstructing Judaism has undertaken a number of major ini-
tiatives, strengthening relationships with affiliated congregational leadership and innovating Judaism for 
the 21st century.  The creator and host of Hashivenu, a popular podcast about resilience and Judaism, Rabbi 
Deborah has taught courses on Reconstructionist Judaism and practical rabbinics since 2002 at the rabbini-
cal college, where she is the Aaron and Marjorie Ziegelman Presidential Professor. A cum laude graduate of 
Columbia College, Columbia University, and a graduate of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Rabbi 
Deborah earned a Ph.D. in American Jewish history from Temple University. In 2016, she was named by 
The Forward to the annual “Forward 50” list of most influential Jews.

 

JOIN RECONSTRUCTING JUDAISM FOR ALL-NIGHT SHAVUOT LEARNING
All Reconstructionist Communities are invited to Celebrate Shavuot Together

Join other Reconstructionist communities  for Celebrating @ Sinai a virtual Shavuot celebration for the Recon-
structionist movement. The celebration will begin with Kabbalat Hag Song Fest and Candlelighting, Thursday, 
May 28, 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time and continuing with a Tikkun Leyl Shavuot of teaching, learning, movement, and 
musical offerings through Friday morning, May 29, 7:30 a.m. Pacific Time. Reconstructionist communities and 
individuals are welcome to register to join the Zoom webinar or view on Reconstructing Judaism’s Facebook live 
stream  for as much or as little as they would like. 

Zoom registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7fjhW6acT5mW9CauZ9vCvg
Facebook live registration:  https://www.facebook.com/ReconstructingJudaism/ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

fruition on May 5 when a group of Kol HaLev members and friends held a Zoom meeting to discuss an effort to plant 
pollinator gardens. Margy Weinberg invited Peggy Spaeth and John Barber, founders of the Bradford Road (Cleve-
land Heights) Pollinators Project, to talk about how planting native plants in our gardens can support the health of 
birds, bees and other insects that our environment depends on. Peggy and John offered a wealth of information and 
resources on this subject and offered to help us get started with our own gardens. Over 20 people attended the meet-
ing. A follow-up meeting was held to finalize a group purchase of native plants from Avalon Gardens in Fowlers Mill.

Plant ordering and pickup have concluded but the plants selected are still available for order from Avalon Gardens 
(contact Margy for more information). At their next Zoom meeting, June 7, group members will discuss the progress 
they’ve made in planting native wildflowers in their yards that will attract all sorts of pollinators including birds, 
hummingbirds, bees and other beneficial insects.

GCC Report, continued from page 10

https://www.facebook.com/ReconstructingJudaism/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7fjhW6acT5mW9CauZ9vCvg
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WHEN WE WERE LAST TOGETHER:  PURIM 2020
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WHEN LAST TOGETHER:  HAGIGA HAVDALAH

HAGIGA PURIM:  MAKING HAMANTASCHEN
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WHEN LAST TOGETHER: SCIENCE AND JUDAISM
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It is with great pleasure we celebrate the 
accomplishments of our graduating high school 

seniors and send blessings as they continue  
on their journey!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kyle Brodsky—University of Akron 
Tyler Brodsky—University of Akron 

Noah Frazier—University of Pittsburgh 
Celia Lewis—College of Wooster 

John Lewis—University of Rochester 
Rachel Raddock—Northeastern University 

Gabriel Shell—Kent State University 
Clay Williams—Kent State University 

 
 
 
 

May they go from strength to strength!  



MAY 2020 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 17

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our wonderful madrichim for the gift of you!  
Your kindness and dedication to the youth of Kol HaLev  

is deeply appreciated. 
 

 
Zorim (K-2) 
Traci Elgart 

Cj Rosenstiel  
Ben Seligman 
Laurel Simkoff 

Bonim (3-5) 
Benjamin Barnett 

Dan Bingman 
Jennie Rosenstiel 
Jonathan Wilhelm 

Magshimim (6-8) 
Franklin Malemud 
Mattuck Meacham 

David Steinweg 
Karly Whitaker 

Tot Shabbat—Mike Raddock 
Chuggim (workshops) - Amy Hogg and Margy Weinberg 

 
 

 

Yasher Koach to lead teacher Jodi Solomon  
and madrichim Kyle Brodsky, Alice Schubert,  

& Rose Solomon for a great year and for 
finishing the year online!  Each week had large 
group, small group, interactive programming 
and lots of ruach (spirit)!  Thanks for doing a 

great job!  Thanks also to our wonderful  
students & families who never missed a beat! 


